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Skill India is the buzzword at pres-
ent as it has been popularised by 
our Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. It has drawn global atten-

tion. Countries in the western world 
are interested in working with India 
closely in skilling the youth. Why have 
the western countries evinced keen 
interest in building and enhancing the 
skill of youth in India? It is because they 
are also the beneficiaries as they need 
youth for their companies in India. A 
policy has been evolved and a new min-
istry was created after the formation of 
the new government in 2014. A series 
of activities have been initiated to put 
the Skill India proposal into mission 
mode. With regard to Vocational Edu-
cation and Training (VET) in India, I 
happened to hear a set of presentation 
of research reports for the benefits of 
the scholars and policy community by 
a team of scholars under the leadership 
of Prof. Matthias Pilz, from Cologne 
University, Germany, in German House, 
New Delhi in October, 2017.

It was the initiative of Prof. Matth-
ias Pilz to form a research team con-
sisting of academics from institutions 
of higher learning in India and Ger-
many. They are committed and passion-
ate about conducting research on this 
issue. They are drawn from a few insti-
tutions from Germany and few from 
India, namely, Indira Gandhi National 
Open University; National University 
of Educational Planning and Adminis-
tration, New Delhi; Indian Institute of 
Management, Bangaluru; Tamil Nadu 
Agriculture University, Coimbatore; 
Vellore Institute of Technology, Vellore; 
Gandhigram Rural Institute, Gandhi-
gram. They have been researching on 
the process of vocationalisation of edu-
cation in India. In the past seven years, 
they have organised two conferences 
in Germany and two in India. They 
brought out an anthology titled “India: 
Preparation for the world of work edu-
cation system and school to work tran-
sition” published by Springer, a German 
publisher. Periodically, they publish 
research articles in professional jour-
nals for the benefit of the scholars and 
policy community and they wrote pop-
ular articles in dailies for the benefit of 
the opinion makers and politicians. Yet, 
they could not drive home the point to 
the policy community that though India 
has enormous capacity and to exploit all 

those opportunities, there is no coher-
ent policy architecture and synergetic 
actions among different stakeholders 
at different levels from the policy at the 
top and action on the ground.

In the name of training the youth in 
VET, youth have been issued certificate. 
To evolve such a system of VET educa-
tion in Germany, they struggled hard 
for about four to five decades. Whereas 
in India, we follow the Anglo Saxon 
model of VET education but we say that 
we follow the model of skill education 
evolved by Germany. Without knowing 
the fundamental difference between the 
German model of skill development and 
the Anglo Saxon model of development, 
we, in India, build the skills of the youth 
in India. The above aspect has been 
highlighted. Of the world approved 450 
skills, Germany has approved 350 occu-
pational skills. They are declaring that 
skill building in Germany is not for pro-
viding livelihood security for the poor. 

Basically, the VET system is to enable 
the people to lead a decent dignified 
human life through a decent earning. 
The German system is for occupational 
skill and not for individual skill develop-
ment. Without knowing the depth of the 
skill building programme of Germany, 
we started our skilling exercises and fin-
ished it within a short span of time and 
declare that the youth have been trained 
without linking them with job. In Ger-
many, it is a struggle and through a rig-
orous process, they prepare the youth 
for the world of work. But in India, just 
like a magic, they brought the number.

The research reports have first indi-
cated the poor research capacity of the 
higher learning institutions in India. 
Secondly, they have indicated that req-
uisite attention was not given by the pol-
icy community to place a set of coherent 
policies of the different ministries to put 
the ‘Skill India’ objective in a mission 
mode. Thirdly, the infrastructure eco-

system has to be strengthened as they 
are weak and outdated. Fourth, needed 
awareness has to be created among the 
people about the new opportunities 
coming through skill education in India 
for the youth. Till date, the mindset 
of the middle-class has not changed 
towards skill education. It is the biggest 
barrier to take the skill India activities 
forward. Enough instructors have to be 
recruited for offering such education 
in the VET institutions and the capac-
ity of the teachers who are in service is 
poor. ‘Instructors education’ has to be 
fine-tuned to the requirement of the 
context. We have to build the capacity 
of research on skill education among 
scholars. Unless they are addressed seri-
ously, there is no scope for us to achieve 
demographic dividends and instead, it 
will become a demographic nightmare!

(The views expressed  
are strictly personal)
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Where the scum of the earth live
Indians and Pakistanis cannot separate themselves when it comes to crimes 

against minor girls. The story there is the story here, writes Aditya Aamir

Seriousness on the job front

The rape of an eight-month-old baby 
in Delhi by her 27-year-old cousin 
was picked up by Pakistan’s Dawn 
newspaper within minutes of it 

being reported in India. And the outrage in 
India was matched by the outrage expressed 
in Dawn if only because it gave Pakistanis a 
moment’s relief that when it came to sexu-
ally assaulting minor girls, Indians and Paki-
stanis were joined at the hip, twins separated 
at birth, carrying the same worthless, gutless 
genes that make men both sides of the border 
do the awful things they do to their children.

Dawn could not keep itself from taking 
this snide shot at India and its “rape capi-
tal Delhi”: “An eight-month old Indian girl 
recovering in hospital after she was raped at 
her home in Delhi, the latest such case in a city 
notorious for high levels of sexual violence.”

This comes when Pakistan and its media 
were still trying to make sense of why a seven-
year-old girl “with green eyes” was abducted, 
gang-raped and murdered in a Lahore town, 
now identified as the “rape capital” of Paki-
stan, where child pornography is available 
for as little as “ten rupees”.

Pakistan has been wracked by a series 
of child abductions in the last “three to four 
years”, with most of the girl-children ‘taken’, 
raped and murdered. The majority of these 
rapes and murders of minor Pakistani girls 
have been taking place in a town called Kasur 
in Lahore, Pakistan’s Punjab province where 
ex-Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif ’s brother 
Shahbaz Sharif is Chief Minister.

The police and administration in Kasur 
had been unable to solve most of the cases 
of abductions and rape and murder of minor 
girls. But public rage had not crossed limits 
to alarm the establishment enough to sit up 
and take notice.

Last month, however, the seven-year-
old “with green eyes”, named Zainab, went 
missing in the town and people all over Pak-
istan took notice. Zainab’s lifeless body, bear-
ing marks of the rape and torture she was 
subjected to, was found four days later in 
a garbage dump, where it was flung by her 
abductor and killer, and Shahbaz Sharif was 
up to his neck in trouble.

Pakistan media churned out story after 
story; protests on the streets of Lahore left 
several Pakistanis dead in police firing. Dawn 
newspaper was replete with stories of rape 
and murder of minor girls across Kasur and 
the rest of Pakistan. The unfortunate Zainab 
became the symbol of everything that was 
wrong with Pakistan and Pakistanis.

The widespread sexual depravity in Pak-
istani men and the proliferation of pornog-
raphy available in towns like Kasur became 
a subject of heated discussion. Ghostly men 
were taking away the girls because nobody 

saw the perpetrator or the victim. It was the 
eerily impossible happening around them.

As outrage built to bursting point, the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan took suo moto 
notice and ordered “results”, putting pressure 
on the Punjab government to deliver and not 
talk. Then, the culprit was caught, his indict-
ment fixed with DNA tests – the man was a 
serial sexual predator, with Zainab sixth in 
a string of minor girls who were the victims 
of his depravity.

And for the first time in years, Pakistanis 
– who used to troll Indians on Social Media 
for being ‘born rapists’ and India the “Rape 
Capital of the World” – were a subdued lot, 
also self-critical, asking themselves how could 
there be so much evil thriving in their midst. 

Zainab became the clarion call to rid Paki-
stani society of such evil.

To the horror of Pakistanis, a television 
anchor said on live TV that the abductor-
rapist-murderer of Zainab and the five other 
minor girls before her was part of global 
child pornography ring, and that he had the 
backing and support of powerful Pakistanis, 
including a Punjab government minister. 
The Chief Justice of Pakistan SC asked the 
TV anchor to prove his claims or else… So 
far he hasn’t.

But the shell-shocked Pakistanis were left 
looking to see if they alone were the scum 
of the earth. And it appears like they did 
not have look much further than across the 
border at arch enemy Indians to find similar 

fiends. Indians and Pakistanis cannot separate 
themselves when it comes to crimes against 
minor girls. The story there is the story here.

In India one in three rapes across the 
country are of minors and most of perpetra-
tors are ‘family’ and neighbours, as it is in Pak-
istan; the children left in their trust by mother 
and father become victims of that misplaced 
trust. Nearly 11,000 cases of child-rape were 
reported in 2015 in India. The numbers in 
Pakistan are not available but they wouldn’t 
be far behind.

Dawn claimed that “three children were 
raped every day in Delhi alone” forgetting 
that it had only the other day said, “It hasn’t 
even been a fortnight since seven-year-old 
Zainab Ansari was raped and killed but Kasur 

is back to its ways… The demons in Kasur 
have been laid bare for the past three or four 
years for the worst of crimes: the sexual abuse 
of children. In 2015, a child pornography 
ring was busted, where more than 200 chil-
dren of Hussain Khanwala village were being 
filmed…As per statistics compiled by non-
government organisation Sahil, 285 cases of 
child sexual abuse were recorded in this case.”

Seems like Indians and Pakistanis are the 
scum of the earth, both countries populated 
with people who commit crimes against chil-
dren and people who do nothing to put a halt 
to the depravity taking place around them. 
 IPA
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G. Palanithurai presents his perspective on the Skill India initiative
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From Blackboards to Digital Boards: The 
immense power of digital technology 
must be tapped to modernise classroom 
education. Our govt intends to expand 
the role of digital in education. It will 
lay the foundation of India’s next 
educational revolution #NewIndiaBudget 
#Budget2018

One good thing in #Budget2018 is the 
health insurance scheme to cover 500 
million Indians. But the budget figures 
show no serious allocation for it, &the 
Fasal Bima Yojana has already proved a 
boon for insurance companies more than 
the insured. Will it prove another #jumla?

Railways has massively increased targets 
in capacity building to ease network 
congestion and ensure highest standards 
of safety, speed and service for customers. 
#NewIndiaBudget

Delhi police comes under Centre. Yet no 
plans or schemes announced to tackle 
crime and issues of women safety that 
have made Delhi the crime capital of India. 
Highly disappointing #Budget2018! 

Members of child rights moments hold a protest in Quetta against the brutal killing of seven-year-old Zainab. Lahore, now identified as the “rape capital” of Pakistan, has child pornography available for as little as “ten rupees”

Global attention to Skill India initiative is likely to make it a mutually beneficial programme  (Representational Image)  
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